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dogs has finally caused a mainstream conviction that vaccination protocols are not a one-size-fits-all
healthcare decision. Indeed, Dr. Dodds, once considered a rebel by the veterinary profession, now speaks
to standing-room-only audiences at the most prestigious professional conferences in the country. The
perceived need for annual vaccinations used to motivate many dog owners to make appointments with
their veterinarians for their dog’s annual wellness checkup. Veterinarians now hope that annual titer tests
will perform a similar function. Having your dog examined by a veterinarian at least once a year is
critically important for detecting, preventing, and treating any diseases or other ailments as early as
possible. Adding the ability to check your dog’s immunological health and custom-tailor his vaccine
schedule to his actual needs will impressively augment this important task. It has been estimated that
only about 60 percent of pet dogs receive the minimum disease prevention vaccination protocol.
Ironically, in an attempt to provide their beloved animal companions with the best possible care, many
highly motivated owners ar'range for their dogs to receive several times the necessary dose of
vaccinations, to the point of risking the adverse effects of over-vaccination on the health of the dog’s
immune system. Consumers who do care about managing the effectiveness of their dog’s immune
system against the most dangerous canine viral diseases now have the means to do so without risking

their dog’s health in the process. When you and your dog visit your veterinarian for an annual checkup,
take the titer test.
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Lorie Long is a frequent contributor to WDJ. She lives in North Carolina with two Border Terriers, Dash (a
three-year-old female and agility queen) and Chase (a five-month-old male with an agility future).
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