occurrence of cancers. In non-neutered dogs of both breeds, the incidence of one
or more cancers ranged from 3 to 5 percent, except in male goldens, where

cancer occurred at an 1l-percent rate.

Neutering appeared to have little effect on the cancer rate of male goldens.
However, in female goldens, neutering at any point beyond 6 months elevated the
risk of one or more cancers to three to four times the level of non-neutered

females.
Neutering in female Labradors increased the cancer incidence rate only slightly.

“The striking effect of neutering in female golden retrievers, compared to male
and female Labradors and male goldens, suggests that in female goldens the sex
hormones have a protective effect against cancers throughout most of the dog’s

life,” Hart said.

Funding for the study was provided by the American Kennel Club Canine Health

Foundation and the Center for Companion Animal Health at UC Davis.
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