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basis, and p puppies should form good habits, learn

hndanes and the rules of their new life. A stable
iﬁdividualized learning environment is important.
Fear Imprint (8 to 11 weeks): Between 8 and g weeks
of age, puppies begin to be more cautious, even
fearful of loud noises, sudden movements, strangers,
and discipline from other dogs or humans. If frightened
during this period, it may take weeks to return to
normal. In nonsocialized puppies, anything asso-
ciated with fear at this age will be a fearful stimulus
throughout life without extensive desensitization.
Environmental Awareness (9 to 12 weeks):
Puppies are starting to learn the right behaviors
for the right time, significantly improving their
motor skills and paying more attention to humans,
and are busy learning about their new world. Behavior
can be shaped very differently depending on what
the owner expects from the puppy. If almost totally
separated from other dogs, the human bond hecomes
strong. Puppies left with littermates often have Haubie
with separation anxiety and/or hyperexcitability.
Seniority Classification (13 to 16 weeks): The age

of independence, this is when a puppy begins to

test dominance and leadership. Critical learning
occurs now. Puppies that are allowed to bite,

~ dominate children or resist activities L
 such as leash training, nail cutting, and

removai of food possessions are less
likely to develop into a well-behaved
dog. Puppy classes are essential, and
being handled and trained by a variety
of people helps build self-confidence.
In a nutshell, the more puppies
experience, the more accepting they
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become. In reality, socialization lasts st m

the entire life of a dog. It should be
consistent, firm but gentle, patient,
and loving. It starts during that sliver
of time from 5 to 16 weeks of age.

“Socialization requires creativity
and must occur during this critical
period of development,” Hastings
says. “There is no substitution for
infensive and ongoing socialization
for all puppies.” B
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