In general, report any diar
discolored stool to your -
an immediately. While m
of diarrhea are relatively =1
self-limiting, there are seric:
gs, too. Bacterial, viral and &
infections, intestinal parasi:
many diseases all have icas
as their early warning sign.
In addition, severe, was =
diarrhea can quickly lesd ==
life-threatening dehydraticr 2z-a

cially in young, old and

ey
Sl

the feces rush through the Tar==
intestine, preventing nonr:
resorption. Failure to resor>
results in loose stools a=s -
dehydration.
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If your dog is otherwise h
behaving normally, ask your
narian if home therapy is =
are my basic homecare instra=-~:

for mild doggie diarrhea:

* Withhold food — NOT water —
for 12 consecutive hours,

* After 12 hours, if the diarrhea
has improved, and there is no
voriting, lethargy or other
changes, offer a small amount of
2 bland diet consisting of equal
patis cooked, ground turkey and
sweet potato or canned pumpkin
avery two to four hours,

* Consider adding % teaspoon
slippery elm per 10 pounds of
your dog’s weight with each
meal. This is an excellent herbal
remedy used safely for centuries.

 If the diarrhea persists or
returns, seek veterinary assis-
tance immediately.

Many cases of diarthea can be suc-
cesstully treated at home with care-
ful observation, a hitile preparation
and plenty of patience. Always ask
your vet for advice before treating
any medical condition at home. =

: Dr Ernie Ward isan in-
ternaticnally recognized
veterinarian known

- for his innovations in
general small-enimal

» practics, long-term
=edication monitoring, special neads of
ssnior dogs and cats and pet obesity. He
#as quthored three books and has beena

=guent guest on numerous TV programs.
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Back on Track Hock Wrags may

injuries heal more quickly

and ease arthritic pain.
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