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The dangers of Xylitol and dogs

by Michael Carleton

Everybody knows that chocolate should be kept out of reach of your pets, but there is a new threat to be concerned about when
it comes to sweets today. The new types of artificial sweeteners they contain are even more dangerous than chocolate. The
main culprit here is the artificial sweetener Xylitol, found in newer gums like Orbit and Zapp.

The danger of these new Sweeteners is that, although the human body can metabolize these complex molecules, the canine
body is unable to do 0. Also, it seems that once they contact Xylitol in particular, it tastes so sweet that they find it literalty
irresistible. This complex unmetabolizable molecule, is actually a sugar alcohol, and not 3 true sugar. Due to it's inability to be
broken down like normal sugars by the liver and pancreas in the canine body, therefore falls to the kidneys to filter it out like
other unprocessable substances. However, the action of the kidneys is not enough to prevent the level of Xylitol in the blood
from reaching a critical level, and the animal will experience overdose, even from as little as a single piece of gum. The net
effect of all this leads to a Grand Mals type seizure within 24 hours of ingestion of the compound. The animal may experience
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